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Public Transit in America

Anti-transit groups killed several proposed projects in Nashville last year. (Nashville Metropolitan

Transit Authority)

By Alan Ehrenhalt

Agenda 21 isn't getting the attention it once
did. Five years ago, the much-criticized United
Nations environmental manifesto was all over TV
news and conservative talk shows, denounced by
Glenn Beck and others as a sinister globalist threat
to American sovereignty and liberty.

That debate has more or less quieted down. But
the opponents of Agenda 21 haven't gone away;
they have merely spread out, into the politics of
cities and counties planning for the future. They
aren’t winning everywhere, but they have acquired
access to funding and a collection of allies that
makes it wise to pay attention to them.

In many cases, they are avoiding some of their
most incendiary rhetoric of a few years ago --
they are “shape-shifting,” in the words of Karen
Trapenberg Frick, a scholar at the University of
California, Berkeley, who has studied the move-
ment. The campaign has become subtler in its ap-
proach. But it is making its presence felt almost
everywhere public arguments are taking place over
urban design and public transportation.

If you are at all familiar with the Agenda 21
controversy, you probably will find this a little
strange. The document, approved at a U.N. con-
ference in Brazil in 1992, is devoted almost en-

tirely to global poverty, pollution and the need to
conserve natural resources. It scarcely says anything
about transportation or urban design.

Reading through Agenda 21’s turgid pages, it’s
hard to find much that would frighten most peo-
ple. I came across only two passages that looked like
possible candidates for serious urban controversy.
One was a recommendation that governments
develop “efficient, cost-effective, less polluting
and safer rural and urban mass transit.” The other
talks about “reducing the need for motor vehicles
by favoring high-occupancy public transport.”
This is the sort of innocent language that mayors
in American cities use every day. And in any case,
Agenda 21 is purely voluntary. Governments are
free to ignore it, and for the most part, they have
been doing so for more than two decades.

But to a sizable number of conservative activ-
ists, this seemingly innocuous text is merely cod-
ing for a scheme to change the very form of ur-
ban existence by imposing “smart growth” master
plans, “visioning” and a whole range of freedom-
destroying collectivist experiments. Beck’s 2012
novel, itself titled Agenda 21, paints a picture of
future dystopian cities whose residents are stripped
of their individuality by being confined to “ubig-
uitous concrete living spaces.” Last year, a writer
for the Washington, D.C.-based Selous Founda-
tion warned that the “stated goal” of Agenda 21 is
“to change people’s behavior through restrictions

in land use, herding people into dense inner-city hous-
ing, and restricting mobility to force Americans out of
their cars and into government-controlled mass transit
systems.” A couple of years ago, an online newsletter
called Ecologic told its readers flatly that “smart growth
is Agenda 21.”

Conspiracy theories have existed in the United
States since the country was founded, and most of
them have faded away without doing a great deal of
damage. The “AgEnders,” as the Agenda 21 opponents
often call themselves, are likely to meet the same fate
eventually. But there are a couple of reasons why they
have managed to stick around as long as they have.

The most important reason has to do with the re-
lationships formed between AgEnders and other well-
financed transit opponents at the national level. The
most important anti-21 activist is Tom DeWeese of
Warrenton, Va., whose organization, the American
Policy Center, has been fighting Agenda 21 almost
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California Sub-Bid Request Ads

DeSilva Gates Construction
11555 Dublin Boulevard ¢ P.0. Box 2909
Dublin, CA 94568-2909
(925) 829-9220 / FAX (925) 803-4263

Estimator: STEVE LIPPIS
Website: www.desilvagates.com

Granite Rock Company
120 Granite Rock Way, San Jose, CA 95136

Phone (408) 574-1400 * Fax (408) 365-9548
Contact: Paul Brizzolara
Email: estimating@graniterock.com

DeSilva Gates Construction
11555 Dublin Boulevard ¢ P.0. Box 2909
Dublin, CA 94568-2909
(925) 829-9220 / FAX (925) 803-4263
Estimator: Alan McKean

An Equal Opportunity Employer

DeSilva Gates Construction, L.P. is soliciting
for DBEs for the following project:

CALTRANS ROUTE 101 - CONSTRUCTION ON STATE
HIGHWAY IN SANTA CLARA COUNTY IN MORGAN
HILL AND SAN JOSE FROM EAST DUNNE AVENUE TO
0.9 MILE NORTH OF SILICON VALLEY BOULEVARD,
Contract No. 04-1J6304,

Federal Aid Project ACNHP-Q101(283)E,
Disadvantaged Business Enterprise goal
assigned is 8%

OWNER:

STATE OF CALIFORNIA
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
1727 30th Street, Bidder's Exchange, MS 26,
Sacramento, CA 95816

BID DATE: January 12, 2016 @ 2:00 P.M.

DGC is soliciting quotations from certified Disadvantage
Business Enterprises, for the following types of work and
supplies/materials including but not limited to:

AC DIKE, CONCRETE BARRIER, CONSTRUCTION
AREA SIGNS, ELECTRICAL, EROSION CONTROL,
FABRIC/GEOSYNTHETIC PAVEMENT INTERLAY-
ER, METAL BEAM GUARDRAIL, PCC GRINDING,
PCC PAVING, ROADSIDE SIGNS, RUMBLE STRIP,
STRIPING, SWPPP/WATER POLLUTION CONTROL
PLAN PREPARATION, VEGETATION CONTROL,
TRUCKING, WATER TRUCKS, STREET SWEEP-
ING, HOT MIX ASPHALT (TYPE A) MATERIAL,
RUBBERIZED HMA (GAP GRADE) MATERIAL,
COLD PLANE.

Plans and specifications may be reviewed at our offices
located at 11555 Dublin Boulevard, Dublin, CA or 7700
College Town Drive, Sacramento, CA, or at your local
Builders Exchange, or reviewed and downloaded from
the ftp site at; ftp:/ftp%25desilvagates.com:f7pa55wd @
pub.desilvagates.com (if prompted the username is ftp@
desilvagates.com and password is f7pa55wd) or from the
Owner’s site at www.dot.ca.gov/hg/esc/oe/weekly_ads/
all_adv_projects.php

Fax your bid to (925) 803-4263 to the attention of Estima-
tor Steve Lippis. If you have questions for the Estima-
tor, call at (925) 829-9220. When submitting any public
works bid please include your DUNS number and DIR
number. For questions regarding registration for DIR use
the link at: www.dir.ca.gov/Public-Works/PublicWorks.
html

If you need DBE support services and assistance in ob-
taining bonding, lines of credit, insurance, necessary
equipment, materials and/or supplies or related assistance
or services, for this project call the Estimator at (925) 829-
9220, or contact your local Small Business Development
Center Network (http://californiasbdc.org) or contact the
California Southwest Transportation Resource Center
(www.transportation.gov/osdbu/SBTRCs). DGC is will-
ing to breakout portions of work to increase the expecta-
tion of meeting the DBE goal.

At our discretion, 100% Payment and 100% Performance
bonds may be required as a subcontract condition. This
will be a PREVAILING WAGE JOB. DGC is an equal

opportunity employer.

REQUESTING SUB-QUOTES FROM
QUALIFIED SBE SUBCONTRACTORS/
SUPPLIERS/TRUCKERS FOR:

Downtown San Jose and City Hall
BRT Stations Contract
Contract No.: C837 (15313)
Owner: Santa Clara VTA
Engineers’ Estimate: $1,200,000.
BID DATE: January 8, 2016 @ 2:00 PM

Items of work include but are not limited to:
Electrical, Striping, Construction Area Signs,
Minor Concrete, Clearing, Grubbing, Truck-
ing, Slurry Seal and Traffic Control.

Granite Rock Company ‘Graniterock’ is signa-
tory to Operating Engineers, Laborers, Team-
sters, Carpenters and Cement Masons unions.
100% performance and payment bonds will be
required from a qualified surety company for the
full amount of the subcontract price. Bonding as-
sistance is available. Graniterock will pay bond
premium up to 1.5%. In addition to bonding assis-
tance, subcontractors are encouraged to contact
Graniterock Estimating with questions regarding
obtaining lines of credit, insurance, equipment,
materials and/or supplies, or with any questions
you may have. Subcontractors must possess a
current contractor’s license, insurance and work-
er’s compensation coverage. Subcontractors will
be required to enter into our standard contract.
Graniterock intends to work cooperatively with
all qualified firms seeking work on this project.

We are an Equal Opportunity Employer

-

Looking for
Subcontractors, Vendors,
and Suppliers?

Call 1-800-800-8534
or visit us at www.sbeinc.com

Advertise your Sub-Bid Requests
in the Small Business Exchange.
With a monthly readership of 75,000,
SBE reaches a diverse audience,
cutting across ethnic and gender lines
as wel? as tradional industry segments.

Website: www.desilvagates.com
An Equal Opportunity Employer

DeSilva Gates Construction, L.P. is soliciting
for DVBE:s for the following project:

CALTRANS - RTE 5 FOR CONSTRUCTION ON STATE
HIGHWAY IN SAN JOAQUIN COUNTY IN AND NEAR
STOCKTON FROM DOWNING AVENUE
UNDERCROSSING TO CHARTER WAY
UNDERCROSSING, CONTRACT NO. 10-1E4504,
DISADVANTAGED VETERANS BUSINESS ENTERPRISE
GOAL ASSIGNED IS 3%

OWNER:

STATE OF CALIFORNIA
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
1727 30th Street, Bidder's Exchange, MS 26,
Sacramento, CA 95816

BID DATE: January 5th, 2016 @ 2:00 P.M.

DGC is soliciting quotations from certified Disadvantage
Business Enterprises, for the following types of work and
supplies/materials including but not limited to:

Adjust Monument Cover, Adjust Frame and Grate,
Construction Area Signs, Electrical, Guardrailing,
HMA Dike, Lead Compliance Plan, Markers/Delinea-
tors, Prepaving Intertial Profiler, Prepaving Grind-
ing, Rumble Strip, Striping and Pavement Markers,
WPCP Prep, Vegetation Control Concrete, Trucking,
Sweeping, Water Trucks, Shoulder Backing Material,
HMA Material, RHMA Material and Tack Coat Ma-
terial.

Plans and specifications may be reviewed at our offices
located at 11555 Dublin Boulevard, Dublin, CA or 7700
College Town Drive, Sacramento, CA, or at your local
Builders Exchange, or reviewed and downloaded from
the ftp site at; ftp:/ftp%25desilvagates.com:f7pa55wd @
pub.desilvagates.com (if prompted the username is ftp@
desilvagates.com and password is f7pa55wd) or from the
Owner’s site at www.dot.ca.gov/hq/esc/oe/weekly_ads/
all_adv_projects.php

Fax your bid to (925) 803-4263 to the attention of Estima-
tor Alan McKean. If you have questions for the Estima-
tor, call at (925) 829-9220. When submitting any public
works bid please include your DUNS number and DIR
number. For questions regarding registration for DIR use
the link at: www.dir.ca.gov/Public-Works/PublicWorks.
html

If you need DVBE support services and assistance in
obtaining bonding, lines of credit, insurance, necessary
equipment, materials and/or supplies or related assistance
or services, for this project call the Estimator at (925) 829-
9220, or contact your local Small Business Development
Center Network (http://californiasbdc.org) or contact the
California Southwest Transportation Resource Center
(www.transportation.gov/osdbu/SBTRCs). DGC is will-
ing to breakout portions of work to increase the expecta-
tion of meeting the DVBE goal.

At our discretion, 100% Payment and 100% Performance
bonds may be required as a subcontract condition. This
will be a PREVAILING WAGE JOB. DGC is an equal
opportunity employer.
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Requests sub-bids from qualified
Subcontractor, Consultants, and/or Suppliers
seeking to Sarticipate in the Sacramento

Regional County Sanitation District of
Sacramento County, Biological Nutrient
Removal (BNR) Project in Elk Grove, CA.

http://www.epa.gov / http://www.sba.gov /
www.californiaucp.or,
Subcontractors and upp%iers
for the following project:

Biological Nutrient Removal Project - Contract No. 4208
Owner: Sacramento Regional County Sanitation District
Bid Date: February 11, 2016 @ 2:00 P.M.
Disadvantaged Business Enterprises (DBEs)
Minority Business Enterprise (MBE), Women Business
Enterprise (WBE), Small Business Enterprise (SBE),
Small Business in a Rural Area (SBRA), Labor Surplus
Area Firm (LSAF), or Historically Underutilized Busi-
ness (HUB) Zone Businesses wanted for the following

scopes, including, but not limited to:

Asphalt Paving, Aggregates, Carpentry, Casework, Mi-
nor Concrete, Concrete Pumping, Concrete Readymix,
Concrete Reinforcement Supply & Install, Concrete
Forms, Precast Concrete, Cast in Place Concrete, Tilt-
up Concrete, Clear & Grub, Grouting, Dewatering, Ac-
cess Doors, Frames & Windows, Electrical, Equipment,
Grading, Finishes, Flooring, Fire-Suppression Systems
& Protection, HVAC, Masonry, Metals, Maintenance of
Traffic (MOT), Paintings & Coatings, Plumbing, Piping
& Valves, Process Interconnections, Quality Control,
Security & Fire Detection Systems, Shoring, Signage,
Specialties, Street Sweeping, SWPPP, Support of Exca-
vation, Thermal & Moisture Protection, Cathodic Pro-
tection, Pre-Manufactured Canopies, Metal Buildings,
Earthworks, Bridge Cranes, Steel Joist, Steel Roof Deck-
ing, Structural Steel Framing, Joint Sealant, Sheet Metal
Flashing and Trimming, Trucking & Hauling.

Bonding, insurance, and any technical assistance or infor-
mation related to the plans or specification and require-
ments for the work will be made available to interested
CUCP, MBE, SBE, SBRA, LSAF or HUB Certified DBE
business suppliers and subcontractors. Assistance with
obtaining necessary equipment, supplies, materials, or
services for this project will be offered to interested certi-
fied suppliers and subcontractors.

Subcontractor and Supplier Scopes are due
January 15, 2016 and
Quotes NO LATER THAN January 19, 2016 at 5 PM.

Plans are available for viewing at our office at our address
below and through SmartBidNet (SBN).

All subcontractors that are registered in our SBN
database will receive an invitation to bid. Please visit
http://www.kiewit.com/districts/northern-california/over-
view.aspx to register your company to be able to receive
bidding information, Plans and Specifications.

Performance Bond and Payment Bonds may be
required for Subcontractors and Supply Bond for
Suppliers on this project.

Clean Water State Revolving Fund Provisions apply
Buy American Iron & Steel (AIS) requirements apply
An Equal Opportunity Employer
CA Lic. #433176
DIR#1000001147
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An Equal Opportunity Employer
CA Lic. #433176
DIR#1000001147
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since its passage in 1992. DeWeese wrote recently that
the international policies of the document “go directly
into local communities, disguised as innocent-sound-
ing development projects or historic preservation --
drastically changing our way of life.”

Disciples of DeWeese have been involved in several
anti-transit campaigns in the past few years, thanks in
large part to their alliance with Americans for Pros-
perity, the conservative group founded by the oil-bil-
lionaire Koch brothers. Americans for Prosperity has
formed branches in many of the cities that have voted
on major transit projects, and it can bring in a virtual
repertory company of speakers to inveigh against these
projects.

This coalition was active in Georgia in 2012, when
voters in metropolitan Atlanta turned down a sales tax
increase for transportation that had the support of vir-
tually all local elected officials and business leaders. It
was at center stage the same year in Alabama, where
the legislature passed a resolution prohibiting any gov-
ernment involvement with or participation in Agenda
21. It achieved mixed results in 2014 in Indiana, fail-
ing to block a bill in the legislature that allowed a tran-
sit referendum in Indianapolis but amending the bill
in a way that prevented the city from spending money
on a light rail system.

But the biggest victory for the anti-transit forces
was the one that took place eatly last year in Nashville.
Mayor Karl Dean and his administration were pro-
moting a new streetcar that would run between gentri-
fying East Nashville and wealthy West End. The city’s
business community was firmly behind the project, as
was the influential leadership of Vanderbilt University.
The federal government was poised to kick in $75 mil-
lion. Final approval seemed to be just a formality.

Then Americans for Prosperity, recognizing that it
couldn’t stop the streetcar at the city level, began work-
ing the state capitol. Tennessee’s Republican-controlled
legislature had already passed a resolution denouncing
Agenda 21 as “a comprehensive plan of extreme en-
vironmentalism, social engineering and global politi-
cal control.” Persuading the same lawmakers that the
Nashville streetcar was part of the global urbanist cabal
didn’t prove very difficult. Both the Senate and House
passed bills giving the legislature control over adop-
tion of the system. That effectively made the Nashville
project impossible to execute. The city had to tell the
Obama administration that it wouldn’t be taking the
money.

It would be a stretch to claim that the AgEnders
and Americans for Prosperity were the only problem
the streetcar project had. There was considerable local
sentiment against it on the grounds that, for all the
expense, it wouldn’t do anything to relieve downtown
traffic congestion. Even the project’s backers acknowl-
edged that the Dean administration hadn’t done a very
effective job of mobilizing support for it. Nevertheless,
the killing of the Nashville streetcar -- using a strategy
of persuading the state to nullify a local decision -- was
a crucial moment in the continuing ideological war
over mass transit in American cities.

[l Continued on page 4
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RGW Construction, Inc.
Contractors License A/B 591940

550 Greenville Road ¢ Livermore, CA 94550 * Phone: 925-606-2400 ® Fax: 925-961-1925
An Equal Opportunity Employer

RGW Construction Inc. is seeking all qualified DVBE (Disabled Veteran Business Enterprises)
for the following project:
State Highway in Alameda County in Fremont Near Thornton Avenue at East Newark Underpass
Contract No. 04-0J3504
Engineer Estimate: $280,000 - 30 Working Days - DVBE goal: 5%
Bids: January 20, 2016 @ 2:00 PM

Requesting Sub-quotes for (including but not limited to): Pipe Supplier-Edge Drain, Construction Area Signs, Sawcut,
Soils Testing, Structure Excavation/Backfill, Rock Slope Protection, PCMS, SWPPP, Water Truck, Sweeper &
Truckers.
Scope of Work: Storm Damage Repair
RGW is willing to breakout any portion of work to encourage DVBE participation. Contact us for a specific item list.
Plans and Specs are available to view and copy at our office or the Caltrans website www.dot.ca.gov/hg/esc/oe/. Contact
John Pitsch 925-606-2400 johnp @rgwconstruction.com for any questions, including bonding, lines of credit, or insurance
or equipment or material suppliers. Subcontractors should be prepared to submit payment and performance bonds equal
to 100% of their quotation. For bonding and other assistance, please call.

Shimmick Construction Company Inc.

8201 Edgewater Drive, Suite 202 » Oakland, CA 94621
Phone (510) 777-5000 ¢ Fax (510) 777-5099

DBE Subcontractor/Supplier Bids Requested For:
San Francisco Bay Area Rapid Transit District
Emergency Repair of 34.5KV AC Cables and Conduits at Lake Merritt Substation ALM
Contract No. 15EJ-160

Bid Date: January 8, 2016 at 2:00PM
Fax all quotes to 510-777-5099

Requesting certified DBE Subcontractor and Supplier Quotes on: Scaffolding systems, High Voltage Splicing and
Terminations

Contract Documents may be obtained from the District Secretary’s Office, San Francisco Bay Area Rapid Tran-
sit District, in person on the 23rd Floor at 300 Lakeside Drive, Oakland, CA 94612 or are available for viewing
by appointment only at Shimmick Construction’s Office: 8201 Edgewater Drive, Suite 202, Oakland, CA 94621.

Subcontractors and Suppliers interested in this project may contact Greg Adams by phone at (510) 777-5040.

100% Performance and Payment bonds with a surety company subject to approval of Shimmick Construction Com-
pany, Inc. are required of subcontractors for this project. Shimmick Construction will pay bond premium up to
1.5%. Subcontractors will be required to abide by terms and conditions of the AGC Master Labor Agreements and
to execute an agreement utilizing the latest SCCI Long Form Standard Subcontract incorporating prime contract
terms and conditions, including payment provisions. Shimmick Construction’s listing of a Subcontractor is not to
be construed as an acceptance of all of the Subcontractor’s conditions or exceptions included with the Subcontrac-
tor’s price quote. Shimmick Construction requires that Subcontractors and Suppliers price quotes be provided at a
reasonable time prior to the bid deadline to enable a complete evaluation. For assistance with bonding, insurance
or lines of credit contact Scott Fairgrieve at (510) 777-5000.
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Since then, anti-transit forces have thrown their
support behind a variety of local efforts. They are
fighting against a bus rapid transit system in down-
town Albuquerque, a project for which backers have
sought $80 million in federal funds. They also have
generated sufficient opposition to a proposed streetcar
system in Milwaukee to make it a decisive issue in that
city’s upcoming mayoral campaign.

Not all of these ventures have focused on Agenda
21; some of them have stuck to local arguments and
opposed transit funding strictly on fiscal and libertar-
ian grounds. But it seems fair to say that wherever
a significant transit or urban planning challenge is
launched, the theories of the AgEnders are never en-
tirely absent from the discussion.

That was the case this November in Utah, where
the anti-transit movement won another notable vic-
tory: Proposition 1, a sales tax increase aimed at pay-
ing for transportation improvements in 17 counties
surrounding metropolitan Salt Lake City, narrowly
failed in the most important jurisdiction, Salt Lake
County, where the city is located. This was a case
where proponents of the tax, including virtually the
entire metro-area business leadership, vastly outspent
the opponents, who were directed in a low-budget
campaign by the Utah branch of Americans for Pros-
perity. The opposition hammered away at the argu-
ment that 40 percent of the revenue generated by the
tax increase would go to transit rather than roads, and
this ultimately proved decisive.

Agenda 21 didnt figure in the public discussion
in Utah, but the Tea Party saw Agenda 21 as relevant
to the entire debate over the areas future. A visit to
the website No Agenda 21 yielded denunciations of
the U.N. initiative and criticism of Proposition 1 in
almost equal measure. One of the Tea Party targets
was Envision Utah, the long-range planning body that
has won national recognition for its consensus-based
approach to difficult issues. Some of the Tea Partiers
appear to have zeroed in on Envision Utah as a target
for their resentments.

But the vote on Utah’s Proposition 1 wasn't the
only major transportation decision on Election Day.
While Salt Lake City voters were showing their tran-
sit skepticism, those in Seattle were making an op-
posite choice: endorsing their own Proposition 1, a
$930 million spending package designed to improve
the city’s transit system and devote more resources to
street maintenance and pedestrian and cyclist safety.
Neither Americans for Prosperity nor the AgEnders
were very visible in Seattle; they may have considered
it a lost cause. The transportation package, backed by
Mayor Ed Murray and a diverse array of major corpo-
rations, passed with more than 59 percent of the vote.

The lesson from all these recent skirmishes seems to
be that the anti-transit coalition can be a potent force
in a community where a significant cadre of opposi-
tion already exists, based on specific local grievances.
Then Americans for Prosperity can come in and stir up
the critics, Tea Party activists can work the grassroots
and the AgEnders can rally their troops with frighten-
ing visions of urbanist apocalypse. Where those pre-
conditions don't exist, there aren’t going to be many
startling defeats for mass transit and urban planning.

But there are going to be some surprises: The next
one will most likely be in a place where you didn’t see
it coming.

Source: http://www.governing.com



